Digitalis has been successfully used for many years in the treatment of congestive heart failure.
Following the development of instrumental methods for the study of the heartbeat, it became apparent that the chief action of the drug, when studied by these methods, was in cases of auricular fibrillation. Accordingly, one school of clinicians taught that the drug's only value was in such cases, and this belief is still widely prevalent in Great Britain and to a lesser extent in the United States. The theory of that time, which further experimentation has *The Henry Jackson Lecture delivered before the New England Heart Association, April 30, 1936. \s=d\Harrison, Tinsley R. In 1926, a report was made on the cases admitted to the hospital during 1918-1921.3 In 1934, two reports were published one giving the results of treatment during the three year period, 1921-1923,* and another for the three year period, 1924-1926.5 In the last three reports the cases treated in the private ward were included with those seen in the General Hospital. 
